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Walking Route
(ca. 2.2 km,
ca. 28 — 40 min)

landmarks

You will find sounding encounters
along the way. Some might be more
obvious than others. Some are
planned some are not.

Nairobi

Cinema
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Enjoy your time!
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ence in 1963. In the early 50s, Mau Mau suspects would be brought to Nairobi City
Market before they were separated to different detention camps.

This is a time where the streets are dorned with buildings with business establish-
ments such as shops, the post office, and banks. This is a city with it's own sound-
scape. Insert screams from tortured innocent men accused of being conspirators of
the Mau Mau. Then, after a few hours, the city returns to it's usual busy sound.

Post — Independence
UHURU!! What does this mean for the sound of Nairobi?

| hear vibrant and hopeful conversations in the streets of Nairobi, which at this time
are quite well established. Traffic similar like today. Only the car mortors sounded
different.

1978, Mzee Kenyatta dies, and as I'm told, a deafening silence covers the city.
People are speaking in whispers and worry fills the Kenyans as they wonder what will
become of this young nation.

The country continues steadily well until 1982 when there was an attempted coup.
Sounds of vandalism, people breaking into shops to loot, screams in the streets and
much more. Buses rushing out of town. I'm told one would enter any bus regardless
of where it was headed, just to get out of the city. The scurry dies down in a day and
the city goes back to normal on Monday.

Development is the word to describe Nairobi after that. Highways built leading to
areas like Ngong, Kikuyu and Thika. These roads all lead to the city and these roads
are full of cars. To date nothing has changed. | actually think we have become so
accustomed to the sounds of construction in Nairobi that we only notice when a new
building pops up, we don’t even notice while it's coming up. | find this a little funny.

by Junniah Wamatha
(Sound of Nairobi)
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