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You will find sounding encounters You will find sounding encounters 
along the way. Some might be more along the way. Some might be more 

obvious than others. Some are obvious than others. Some are 
planned some are not.  planned some are not.  

Enjoy your time!Enjoy your time!
M

oi Avenue	

M
oi Avenue	

Tom
 M

boya St	

Tom
 M

boya St	

Tom Mboya St	

Tom Mboya St	

Moi Avenue	

Moi Avenue	

Kenyatta Avenue

Kenyatta Avenue

M
uindi M

bingu St

M
uindi M

bingu St

Koinange St

Koinange St

Banda Street

Banda Street

Banda Cl
Banda Cl

Biashara Street

Biashara Street

Kimathi Street	

Kimathi Street	

Mama Ngina Street

Mama Ngina Street

W
atalii Ln	

W
atalii Ln	

Nkurumah Av

Nkurumah Av

City Hall W
ay

City Hall W
ay

Acc
ra

 R
d

Acc
ra

 R
d

Luthuli Av

Luthuli Av

Moi Avenue	

Moi Avenue	

Moktar Daddah Street

Moktar Daddah Street

Tubman Rd

Tubman Rd

M
uindi M

bingu St

M
uindi M

bingu St
K

igali R
d

K
igali R

d

Sim
ba St 

Sim
ba St 

Aga-Khan W
alk

Aga-Khan W
alk

landmarks	landmarks	

Revlon  
Plaza

Bazaar  
Plaza

Khoja Jamatkhana 
Mosque

Stanbic Building/ 
Former Torr‘s Hotel

New Sarova Stanley

Hilton Hotel

Nairobi  
Cinema



ear m
ap

E
ncare N

yarop and B
yond

by Junniah W
am

aitha

Th
e 

ci
ty

 o
f N

ai
ro

bi
 w

as
 fi

rs
t e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
as

 a
 c

ol
on

ia
l s

et
tle

m
en

t d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

18
90

s.
 

Th
e 

M
aa

sa
i w

or
d 

fo
r i

t i
s 

En
ka

re
 N

ya
ro

p,
 w

hi
ch

 m
ea

ns
 “p

la
ce

 o
f c

ol
d 

w
at

er
s”

 a
nd

 
al

lu
de

s 
to

 th
e 

N
ai

ro
bi

 R
iv

er
 th

at
 ru

ns
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
ci

ty
. N

ai
ro

bi
 w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
in

 1
89

9 
as

 a
 ra

il 
su

pp
ly

 d
ep

ot
 o

n 
th

e 
U

ga
nd

a-
Ke

ny
a 

R
ai

lw
ay

 b
y 

co
lo

ni
al

 a
dm

in
is

tra
to

rs
 in

 
Br

iti
sh

 E
as

t A
fri

ca
 li

nk
in

g 
M

om
ba

sa
 to

 U
ga

nd
a.

 It
 w

as
 c

ho
se

n 
be

ca
us

e 
its

 n
et

w
or

k 
of

 
riv

er
s 

co
ul

d 
su

pp
ly

 th
e 

ca
m

p 
w

ith
 w

at
er

. T
he

 to
w

n 
ex

pa
nd

ed
 q

ui
ck

ly,
 a

nd
 in

 1
90

5 
it 

re
pl

ac
ed

 M
om

ba
sa

 a
s 

th
e 

na
tio

n’
s 

ca
pi

ta
l.

W
al

ki
ng

 th
is

 ro
ut

e 
le

t’s
 im

ag
in

e 
to

ge
th

er
 w

ha
t t

he
 a

re
a 

so
un

de
d 

lik
e 

ov
er

 th
e 

ye
ar

s.

B
ef

or
e 

18
90

 
N

ai
ro

bi
 is

 a
 fl

at
 la

nd
, w

ith
 ju

st
 e

no
ug

h 
el

ev
at

io
n 

to
 c

oo
l t

he
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
s.

 I’
d 

lik
e 

to
 

th
in

k 
of

 N
ai

ro
bi

 a
s 

on
ce

 a
 s

ha
re

d 
la

nd
. 

Th
e 

Ag
ik

uy
u 

be
lie

ve
d 

th
at

 th
ei

r l
an

d 
st

re
tc

he
d 

to
 th

e 
ou

ts
ki

rts
 o

f N
go

ng
 h

ills
. T

he
 s

to
-

ry
 g

oe
s 

th
at

 G
od

 e
sc

or
te

d 
th

e 
fir

st
 G

ik
uy

u 
m

an
 to

 h
is

 h
om

e 
on

 to
p 

of
 M

ou
nt

 K
en

ya
, 

Ki
ri-

N
ya

ga
, a

nd
 s

ho
w

ed
 h

im
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

la
nd

sc
ap

e,
 p

oi
nt

in
g 

to
 th

e 
O

l D
on

yo
 S

ab
uk

 
(K

ia
 N

ja
hi

) i
n 

th
e 

so
ut

h-
ea

st
, t

he
 N

go
ng

 H
ills

 (K
ia

 M
bi

ru
iru

) t
o 

th
e 

w
es

t, 
an

d 
th

e 
Ab

er
-

da
re

 M
ou

nt
ai

n 
ra

ng
es

 (N
ya

nd
ar

w
a)

 to
 s

ou
th

. 

In
st

ea
d 

th
e 

M
aa

sa
i b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 G

od
 s

en
t t

he
m

 d
ow

n 
fro

m
 h

ea
ve

n 
on

 a
 b

rid
ge

, a
nd

 
pl

ac
ed

 th
em

 a
nd

 th
ei

r c
at

tle
 in

 N
or

th
 T

ur
ka

na
. B

ei
ng

 th
e 

fie
rc

e 
w

ar
rio

rs
 th

ey
 a

re
, t

he
 

M
aa

sa
i t

oo
k 

ov
er

 th
e 

G
re

at
 R

ift
 V

al
le

y 
re

gi
on

, s
tre

tc
hi

ng
 s

ou
th

 to
w

ar
ds

 N
go

ng
 h

ills
, 

an
d 

la
te

r t
o 

Ta
nz

an
ia

. 

As
 y

ou
 c

an
 im

ag
in

e 
th

is
 m

us
t h

av
e 

be
en

 a
 c

on
te

nt
io

us
 ti

m
e,

 th
e 

Ag
ik

uy
u 

ha
ve

 c
la

im
 

ov
er

 th
is

 la
nd

 a
nd

 th
e 

M
aa

sa
i a

re
 s

et
tli

ng
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
ar

ea
 fo

r i
t’s

 a
m

en
iti

es
. O

ve
r 

tim
e,

 c
ou

nt
le

ss
 c

at
tle

 ra
id

s 
an

d 
w

ar
s 

to
ok

 p
la

ce
, b

ut
 a

ls
o 

in
te

rv
al

ls
 o

f p
ea

ce
 th

en
 

an
d 

th
er

e,
 a

s 
th

es
e 

tw
o 

co
m

m
un

iti
es

 w
er

e 
kn

ow
n 

to
 in

te
rm

ar
ry

, r
ar

el
y 

th
ou

gh
. F

or
 

in
st

an
ce

, m
y 

na
m

e 
is

 a
ss

um
ed

 to
 b

e 
de

riv
ed

 fr
om

 a
n 

an
ce

st
or

 w
ho

 w
as

 o
nc

e 
in

te
r-

m
ar

rie
d.

 B
ut

 th
at

’s
 a

 c
on

ve
sa

tio
n 

fo
r a

no
th

er
 d

ay
.

N
am

in
g 

st
or

ie
s 

as
id

e,
 w

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
th

in
k 

th
is

 ti
m

es
 s

ou
nd

ed
 li

ke
? 

Ta
ke

 a
 m

in
ut

e 
an

d 
cl

os
e 

yo
ur

 e
ye

s.
 D

ur
in

g 
a 

qu
ie

t t
im

e,
 c

an
 y

ou
 h

ea
r t

he
 w

hi
st

lin
g 

of
 th

e 
w

in
d 

an
d 

th
e 

so
un

d 
of

 th
e 

riv
er

 in
 th

e 
di

st
an

ce
 a

nd
 th

e 
bi

rd
s 

ch
irp

in
g 

fre
el

y?
 In

 a
 ti

m
e 

of
 c

on
fli

ct
, 

im
ag

in
e 

th
e 

M
aa

 w
ar

 c
rie

s 
an

d 
th

e 
Ag

ik
uy

u 
ho

rn
s.

 K
am

ba
 s

ni
pp

et
s 

he
ar

d 
in

 th
e 

di
s-

ta
nc

e,
 fo

r i
t i

s 
sa

id
 th

at
 n

ei
gh

bo
rin

g 
co

m
m

un
iti

es
 w

ou
ld

 w
or

k 
an

d 
fig

ht
 to

ge
th

er
. O

ur
 

ow
n 

ve
rs

io
n 

of
 N

AT
O

. 

18
90

-1
92

0 
It’

s 
ar

ou
nd

 1
89

8 
no

w,
 th

e 
ra

ilw
ay

 h
as

 re
ac

he
d 

N
ai

ro
bi

. T
he

 In
di

an
 ra

ilr
oa

d 
w

or
ke

rs
 

st
ar

t t
o 

bu
ild

 in
fo

rm
al

 s
et

tle
m

en
ts

. T
he

 In
di

an
s 

bu
ilt

 th
e 

fir
st

 b
az

aa
r c

lo
se

st
 to

 th
e 

ra
il 

su
pp

ly
 d

ep
ot

, w
ha

t w
e 

no
w

 s
ee

 a
s 

N
ai

ro
bi

 ra
ilw

ay
s 

st
at

io
n.

 T
he

ir 
se

ttl
em

en
ts

 w
er

e 
ba

si
ca

lly
 te

nt
s.

 B
ut

 la
te

r a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

ob
ta

in
ed

 th
is

, t
he

y 
m

ar
ke

d 
ou

t p
lo

ts
 a

nd
 ro

ad
-

w
ay

s 
in

 th
e 

co
m

m
er

ci
al

 a
re

a 
an

d 
so

ug
ht

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t’s

 p
er

m
is

si
on

 to
 c

ut
 w

oo
d 

fo
r 

sc
an

tli
ng

s 
to

 b
ui

ld
 th

e 
ne

w
 s

ho
ps

 to
 re

pl
ac

e 
th

e 
sc

an
til

y 
lo

ok
in

g 
te

nt
 s

ho
ps

 a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

to
 c

ol
le

ct
 ta

x 
an

d 
re

ve
nu

e.
 

C
om

m
en

ci
ng

 w
ith

 a
 1

90
4 

tre
at

y 
an

d 
th

en
 a

no
th

er
 tr

ea
ty

 in
 1

91
1,

 M
aa

sa
i l

an
ds

 in
 

Ke
ny

a 
w

er
e 

cu
t d

ow
n 

by
 6

0 
pe

rc
en

t w
he

n 
th

e 
Br

iti
sh

 e
vi

ct
ed

 th
em

 to
 a

llo
w

 s
pa

ce
 fo

r 
se

ttl
er

 ra
nc

he
s 

th
us

 c
on

fin
in

g 
th

e 
M

aa
sa

i p
eo

pl
e 

to
 p

re
se

nt
-d

ay
 N

ar
ok

 a
nd

 K
aj

ia
do

 
di

st
ric

ts
. 

N
ai

ro
bi

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 a

ro
un

d 
ad

m
in

is
tra

tio
n 

an
d 

to
ur

is
m

, p
rim

ar
ily

 in
 th

e 
fo

rm
 o

f l
ar

ge
 

ga
m

e 
hu

nt
in

g,
 th

e 
lu

xo
ur

io
us

 c
ity

 h
ot

el
 S

ar
ov

a 
St

an
le

y 
bu

ilt
 in

 1
91

2.
 T

he
 B

rit
is

h 
go

v-
er

nm
en

t t
ho

ug
ht

 th
at

 th
e 

se
ttl

er
s 

w
ou

ld
 g

ro
w

 a
 c

on
te

m
po

ra
ry

 e
co

no
m

ic
 s

ec
to

r. 
Th

e 
N

ai
ro

bi
 M

un
ic

ip
al

 C
ou

nc
il 

w
as

 o
ffi

ci
al

ly
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
in

 1
91

9.
 

C
an

 y
ou

 h
ea

r t
he

 n
ew

 s
ou

nd
s?

 F
or

ei
gn

 a
cc

en
ts

? 
In

di
an

s 
se

llin
g,

 A
gi

ku
yu

s 
tra

di
ng

 
th

ei
r c

ro
p.

 M
aa

sa
i o

ffe
rin

g 
liv

es
to

ck
. K

am
ba

 n
eg

ot
ia

tin
g.

 T
he

 s
ou

nd
sc

ap
e 

ch
an

ge
s,

 
th

e 
la

ng
ua

ge
s 

in
te

rm
in

gl
e,

 h
am

m
er

in
g 

an
d 

bu
ild

in
g 

so
un

ds
 e

m
er

ge
 - 

bu
t c

an
 y

ou
 s

til
l 

he
ar

 th
e 

w
in

d 
w

hi
st

lin
g?

19
20

-1
94

9 
M

aj
or

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
is

 u
nd

er
w

ay
 d

ur
in

g 
th

is
 ti

m
e.

 M
aj

or
 m

os
qu

es
, s

tre
et

s,
 h

ot
el

s 
ar

e 
al

l b
ei

ng
 b

ui
ld

. I
n 

19
21

, N
ai

ro
bi

 h
ad

 e
xp

an
de

d 
im

m
en

sl
y.

 It
 h

ad
 2

4,
00

0 
re

si
de

nt
s,

 o
f 

w
hi

ch
 h

al
f w

er
e 

na
tiv

e 
Af

ric
an

s.
 T

he
 n

ex
t d

ec
ad

e 
sa

w
 g

ro
w

th
 in

 n
at

iv
e 

Af
ric

an
 c

om
-

m
un

iti
es

 in
 N

ai
ro

bi
, a

nd
 th

ey
 b

eg
an

 to
 c

on
st

itu
te

 a
 m

aj
or

ity
 fo

r t
he

 fi
rs

t t
im

e.
  

W
ha

t d
oe

s 
th

e 
ci

ty
 s

ou
nd

 li
ke

 n
ow

? 
C

on
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 e
ve

ry
w

he
re

, p
ra

ye
r c

al
ls

 in
 b

e-
tw

ee
n,

 m
an

y 
fo

ot
st

ep
s.

 M
or

e 
ho

te
ls

 b
ei

ng
 b

ui
ld

 li
ke

 th
e 

O
ld

 T
or

r’s
 H

ot
el

 (1
93

4)
  K

ho
ja

 
an

d 
Ja

m
ia

 M
os

qu
e 

(1
92

2,
19

25
), 

an
d 

th
e 

M
cm

illa
n 

lib
ra

ry
 o

ffi
ci

al
ly

 o
pe

ne
d 

in
 1

93
1.

 

19
50

-1
96

3 
Af

te
r W

or
ld

 W
ar

 II
, c

on
tin

uo
us

 e
xp

an
si

on
 o

f t
he

 c
ity

 a
ng

er
ed

 b
ot

h 
th

e 
in

di
ge

-
no

us
 M

aa
sa

i a
nd

 A
gi

ku
yu

. T
hi

s 
le

d 
to

 th
e 

M
au

 M
au

 U
pr

is
in

g 
in

 th
e 

19
50

s,
 a

nd
 

th
e 

La
nc

as
te

r H
ou

se
 C

on
fe

re
nc

es
, w

hi
ch

 in
iti

at
ed

 a
 tr

an
si

tio
n 

to
 K

en
ya

n 
in

de
pe

nd
-

ence in 1963. In the early 50s, M
au M

au suspects w
ould be  brought to N

airobi C
ity 

M
arket before they w

ere separated to different detention cam
ps. 

This is a tim
e w

here the streets are dorned w
ith buildings w

ith business establish-
m

ents such as shops, the post office, and banks. This is a city w
ith it’s ow

n sound-
scape. Insert scream

s from
 tortured innocent m

en accused of being conspirators of 
the M

au M
au. Then, after a few

 hours, the city returns to it’s usual busy sound.  

Post – Independence 
U

H
U

R
U

!! W
hat does this m

ean for the sound of N
airobi?  

I hear vibrant and hopeful conversations in the streets of N
airobi, w

hich at this tim
e 

are quite w
ell established. Traffic sim

ilar like today. O
nly the car m

ortors sounded 
different.  

1978, M
zee Kenyatta dies, and as I’m

 told, a deafening silence covers the city. 
People are speaking in w

hispers and w
orry fills the Kenyans as they w

onder w
hat w

ill 
becom

e of this young nation. 

The country continues steadily w
ell until 1982 w

hen there w
as an attem

pted coup. 
Sounds of vandalism

, people breaking into shops to loot, scream
s in the streets and 

m
uch m

ore. Buses rushing out of tow
n. I’m

 told one w
ould enter any bus regardless 

of w
here it w

as headed, just to get out of the city. The scurry dies dow
n in a day and 

the city goes back to norm
al on M

onday. 

D
evelopm

ent is the w
ord to describe N

airobi after that. H
ighw

ays built leading to 
areas like N

gong, Kikuyu and Thika. These roads all lead to the city and these roads 
are full of cars. To date nothing has changed. I actually think w

e have becom
e so 

accustom
ed to the sounds of construction in N

airobi that w
e only notice w

hen a new
 

building pops up, w
e don’t even notice w

hile it’s com
ing up. I find this a little funny. 

by Junniah W
am

atha  
(Sound of N

airobi)


